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CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  Report  for  1948. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CUDWORTH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of 
the  Cudworth  Urban  District  for  the  year  1948. 

Great  and  far  reaching  changes  took  place  during  the  year 
consequent  on  the  coming  into  operation  on  the  5th  July  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  Act  imposes  on  the  Minister 
of  Health  the  duty  “to  promote  the  establishment  in  England  and 
Wales  of  a comprehensive  health  service  designed  to  secure  improve- 
ment in  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  people  of  England  and 
Wales  and  the  prevention,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  illness,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  provide  or  secure  the  effective  provision  of  services 
in  accordance  with  the  following  provision  of  this  Act.”  The  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act  falls  into  3 main  parts. 

(1)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services. 

Boards  of  Governors  administer  teaching  hospitals  on  the 
Minister’s  behalf.  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committees  administer  hospitals  not  designated  as  teaching 
hospitals.  In  England  and  Wales  there  are  14  Regions  each  with  its 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  In  Scotland  both  teaching  and  non- 
teaching hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
of  which  there  are  5. 

(2)  General  Medical  and  Other  Services. 

Local  Executive  Councils  administer  General  Practitioner, 
Dental,  supplementary  Ophthalmic  and  Pharmaceutical  services. 

(3)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

Local  Health  Authorities  under  the  Act  are  the  Counties  and 
County  Boroughs  who  administer  a range  of  services  including, 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  health  visiting,  domiciliary  midwives, 
home  nursing,  home  helps,  vaccination  and  immunization,  ambulance 
services  and  prevention  and  after  care  work. 

Generally  speaking,  apart  from  Infant  Mortality,  the  health  of 
the  area  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  estimated  population.  In 
1947  the  rate  was  10.6.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  23.2  per 
1,000  estimated  population.  In  1947  the  Rate  was  22.0. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  51  per  1,000  live  births,  which 
compares  with  80  per  1,000  registered  live  births  in  1947.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  51  is  far  too  high  and  compares  with  a rate 
of  34  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  gave  no  cause 
for  alarm. 
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An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  report  is  the  high  death  rate  from 
Diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years.  In  1947  there  were  no  deaths 
from  this  cause.  In  1948  the  death  rate  was  20.30  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  a rate  of  3.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . 1,745 

Population,  1931  ..  ..  ..  ..  9,514 

Estimated  Population  1948  . . . . . . 8,490 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses  . . . . 2,400 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . 

Product  of  a Id.  rate  . . . . . . . . 

Water  Supply. 


Supplied  by  Barnsley  County  Borough  from  reservoirs  at 
Ingbirchworth  and  Midhope,  nr.  Penistone. 

(1)  DEATHS. 


The  following  Table  shows  the 

causes 

of  Death  and  is 

amended 

for  inward  and  outward  transfers 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

M. 

0 

F. 

0 

Total. 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

2 

0 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Polio-Myel.  and  Polio-Enceph. 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Inf.  Enceph. 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph  (M),  Uterus  (F) 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

11 

3 

14 

Diabetes  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

7 

1 

8 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

7 

6 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

7 

1 

8 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  (imder  2 years) 

4 

0 

4 

Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

0 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abort.  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth 

2 

0 

2 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  . . 

2 

0 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

1 

1 

2 

All  Other  Causes 

6 

11 

17 

Totals 

2 

61 

34 

95 

(2)  BIRTHS. 

During  1948,  96  male  and  101  female  births  were  registered, 
making  a total  of  197  Births.  Of  this  total  2 male  and  6 female  births 
were  illegitimate.  In  1947  a total  of  187  births  were  registered. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1948  was  23.2  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
The  Rate  in  1947  was  22.0  and  in  1946  21.0  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 


Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

94 

95 

Illegitimate 

2 

6 

TotBl  • . • . . . . , 

96 

101 

Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

Death  of  Infants  under 

1 

— 

1 Year. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

7 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Total 7 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

(Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births.) 

3 

During  1948  a total  of  10  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  occurred 
consisting  of  7 male  and  3 female.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was 
51  per  1,000  live  births.  In  1947  15  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
occurred  with  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  80  per  1,000  registered 
live  births.  In  1946  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  51  per  1,000  live 
births. 

Cause  of  Death  ; — 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Congenital  Malformation  . . . . . . . . 3 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bronchopneumonia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Comments  on  Infantile  Mortality. 

Premature  Births. 

(Baby  weighing  lbs.  or  less  at  birth.) 

There  were  8 Premature  Births  notified  during  the  year.  Of  this 
total,  1 died.  Five  premature  babies  were  born  at  home  and  3 in 
Maternity  Homes  (2  St.  Helen,  1 Leeds). 

In  1947  there  were  3 deaths  from  Prematurity. 

The  scheme  whereby  all  mothers  in  premature  labour  are  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Wing  of  St.  Helen  Hospital  and  delivered  there 
came  into  operation  on  10th  July,  1948.  In  Cudworth,  during  1948, 
the  majority  of  the  premature  babies  were  born  at  home. 

In  areas  where  a Domiciliary  scheme  of  Care  for  the  Premature 
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Baby  has  been  developed,  it  has  been  the  experience  that  babies  of 
3 lbs.  or  less  birth  weight  do  better  in  Hospital.  Experience  in  St. 
Helen’s  during  1948  shows  that  the  Death  Rate  among  Premature 
Babies  born  at  home  and  subsequently  admitted  is  greater  than 
among  premature  babies  actually  born  in  the  Hospital.  Of  the  two 
babies  in  Cudworth  who  died  in  1948  due  to  prematurity,  1 was  born 
in  a Leeds  Maternity  Home  and  died  there,  the  other  baby  was  born 
in  1947  and  died  in  the  Beckett  Hospital  aged  10  months.  The  cause 
of  death  being  (1)  Marasmus,  (2)  Congenital  Pyloric  Stenosis,  (3) 
Prematurity.  The  cause  of  death  in  this  case,  although  associated 
with  prematurity,  can  hardly  be  directly  attributed  to  it. 

In  the  Report,  Neonatal  Mortality  and  Morbidity,  by  a Joint 
Committee  of  the  Royal  College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists 
and  the  British  Paediatric  Association  (1949),  it  is  recommended  that 
the  onset  of  premature  labour  should  be  regarded  as  an  indication  for 
admission  to  a fully  equipped  Hospital. 

Gastro-Enteritis. 

The  position  regarding  Gastro-enteritis  in  infants  is  not  satis- 
factory. During  1948  there  were  4 deaths  from  Gastro-enteritis. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  condition  in  1947. 

Two  of  the  infants  were  aged  2 months,  1 was  aged  1 month  and 
1 was  3 weeks  old. 

The  condition  usually  occurs  among  artificially  fed  babies  and  is 
rare  among  breast  fed  babies.  As  the  condition  is  not  notifiable,  its 
prevalence  in  the  District  is  difficult  to  estimate.  The  most  important 
single  preventive  measure  is  to  encourage  all  mothers  to  breast  feed 
their  babies.  There  is  a decline  nowadays  in  breast  feeding.  Mothers 
should  realise  that  with  natural  feeding  the  baby  receives  a food 
which  is  far  cheaper,  far  safer,  and  more  suited  to  the  delicate  digestive 
system  of  a new  born  baby  than  any  artificial  means  of  feeding. 
During  the  first  year  of  life  there  is  probably  greater  physical  and 
mental  growth  than  in  any  other  year  of  life,  and  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding the  best  possible  food  during  this  period  should  be  obvious  to  all 

If  natural  feeding  is  impossible  on  medical  grounds,  then  the 
most  scrupulous  attention  must  be  given  to  cleanliness  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  food.  Every  effort  is  made  in  Cudworth  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  to  encourage  mothers  to  breast  feed 
their  babies.  The  majority  of  mothers  who  are  confined  in  Maternity 
Homes  are  admitted  to  the  St.  Helen’s  Maternity  Home.  In  this 
Home,  everything  possible  is  done  to  encourage  mothers  to  feed  the 
baby.  This  is  an  excellent  arrangement  as  it  means  that  natural 
feeding  with  its  physical  and  psychological  benefits  to  mother  and  child 
alike  is  firmly  established  before  the  mother  returns  home  with  her  baby. 

The  increasing  incidence  of  gastro-enteritis  in  the  newborn  must 
serve  as  a warning.  Deaths  from  Gastro-enteritis  in  infants  under 
1 year  have  exceeded  3,000  per  year  since  1940  and  in  1946  were  3,61 1. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year  and 
15  were  admitted  to  hospital.  One  case  was  confirmed  as  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria.  There  were  18  cases  in  1947. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  6 cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  but  the  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  in  only  three  cases.  Two  of  these  had  been  immunised, 
one  had  not.  Of  the  three  cases  not  confirmed,  the  final  diagnosis 
was  as  follows  : — 

1.  Pink’s  Disease. 

2.  Vincent’s  Angina. 

3.  Peritonsillar  Abscess. 

All  six  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  During  1947  1 actual 
case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified. 

Measles. 

59  Cases  of  Measles  were  notified  comparing  with  243  cases  in 
1947.  Of  these,  two  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  where  one  was 
finally  diagnosed  as  Gastro-enteritis. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  1 7 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified,  of  which  two 
was  admitted  to  hospital.  In  1947  there  were  25  cases  and  3 deaths. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  all  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  any  case  and  the  final 
diagnosis  was  as  follows  : — 

2 cases  as  Bronchitis. 

1 case  as  Mitral  Stenosis. 

1 case  as  Encephalitis. 

1 case  as  Meningism. 

1 case  as  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

This  patient  died  in  hospital. 

In  1947  there  were  3 actual  cases. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  and  was  treated  in  Beckett 
Hospital.  The  patient  attended  Beckett’s  Orthopaedic  O.P.  Depart- 
ment until  her  death  by  drowning  in  June,  1949.  Two  cases  were 
notified  in  1947. 

Erysipelas. 

Two  cases  were  notified  and  both  received  hospital  treatment. 
6 cases  were  notified  in  1947. 

Pneumonia. 

12  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  but  the  final  diagnosis  in 
one  case  was  Bronchitis.  4 Cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  This 
number  compares  with  12  cases  in  1947  when  one  death  occurred 
from  the  disease. 

Encephalitis. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  was  reported  being  a revised  diagnosis 
referred  to  above. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY.  CUDWORTH,  1948. 


Notifiable  Diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis. 

Number 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

15 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

6 

6 

— 

Measles 

59 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

4 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Encephalitis  . . 

1 

1 

The  following  table  gives  the  Age  Distribution  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 
over. 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

9 

9 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

14 

33 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  . . 

1 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1948. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


(1)  Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  1st  January,  1948  : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

16  11  2 1 30 

(2)  Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1948  : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

15  12  4 1 32 

(3)  Number  of  new  notifications  received  during  1948  ; — 

Pulmonary  5 J 

, .1^  Total  9 cases.  (9  in  1947.) 

Non-Pulmonary  4j 

(4)  No.  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  . . 7 

(5)  No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  the  year  . . 7 

(6)  No.  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year — 

Pulmonary  3 1 

, - y Total  5 deaths.  (8  in  1947.) 

Non-Pulmonary  2J 

(7)  Distribution  of  Notification — Sex  and  Occupation  : — 


Age. 

Sex. 

Occupation. 

3 

Male. 

— 

46 

Male. 

Not  known. 

24 

Female. 

Housewife. 

18 

Female. 

Domestic  Servant. 

28 

Male. 

Glass  Worker. 

14 

Female. 

School  child. 

25 

Male. 

Miner. 

4 

Male. 

Schoolchild. 

13 

Female. 

Scholar. 
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Cudworth  Urban  District. 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Figures. 


1 

Cudworth  I 
Urban  ! 
District,  j 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts. 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales 

(Provisional 

Figures). 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

23.2 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9 

DEATH  RATE  (all  per  1,000 
estimated  population)  : — 

All  Causes 

11.2 

11.8 

11.3 

10.8 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven 
principal) . * 

.47 

.12 

.12 

* * 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . . 

.35 

.37 

.37 

.44 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

.24 

.07 

.07 

.07 

Respiratory  Diseases  f (exclud- 
ing Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System) 

1.53 

1.34 

1.29 

* * 

Cancer 

2.12 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Diseases  t 

1.88 

3.98 

3.73 

*■  * 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
(Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000 
live  births) 

51 

38 

39 

34 

DIARRHOEA 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2 years 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births)  . . 

20.30 

4.17 

4.38 

3.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

.09 

.10 

.24 

Other  Causes 

— 

1.02 

1.05 

.78 

Total  . . 

— 

1.11 

1.15 

1.02 

* Combined  death  rate  from  small  pox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever,  enteric 
fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also  diarrhoea  in 
infants  imder  2 years  of  age. 

t Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System. 

I Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Disease  and  other  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System. 

* * Figures  not  available. 
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Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Services. 

Staff : Domiciliary  Midwives  ; Nurses  Iveson  and  Hughes. 

Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  regularly  in 
the  area  during  the  year. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics — attendances  during  1948  : — 

Children  under  1 year.  Children  1-5  years. 

3,579  1,720 

Ante-Natal  attendances  878. 

Total  number  of  Domiciliary  confinements  undertaken  by 
Midwives  during  1948  — 99. 

Home  Nursing. 

Staff : Miss  Leach. 

In  July,  1948,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  Home 
Nursing  became  a whole-time  service  under  the  Local  Health 
Authority.  In  Cudworth  the  Home  Nurse  does  not  undertake  either 
Midwifery  or  Health  Visiting  duties,  but  is  available  to  assist  the 
Family  Doctor  in  treating  acute  and  chronic  illness  in  the  home. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County 
Medical  Offices,  Wood  Street,  Wakefield. 

Hospital — Isolation. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital. 

Hospital — General. 

The  Beckett  and  St.  Helen  Hospitals,  Barnsley,  the  Jessop 
Hospital,  Royal  Hospital  and  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and  the 
County  General,  Wakefield,  supply  the  needs  of  the  Area. 

Maternity  Home  Accommodation. 

The  majority  of  patients  are  admitted  to  the  St.  Helen  Maternity 
Home.  Before  July  5th  accommodation  was  available  at  several 
County  Maternity  Homes.  Accommodation  must  now  be  found 
within  the  Sheffield  Region,  and  patients  from  Cudworth  who  pre- 
viously went  to  Walton  Hall  and  the  County  General  may  not  do  so 
now  as  both  these  Homes  are  in  the  Leeds  Region. 

School  Medical  Inspections. 

Staff . Brigham  "1  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  Leslie  J 


The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  in  Cudworth  Schools 
during  the  year  : — 


Name  of  School. 

No. 

Exam- 

ined. 

Total  Defects  Found. 

No. 

Passed 

for 

Ocular. 

ENT. 

Heart. 

Lungs. 

Ortnop. 

Other. 

Treat- 

ment. 

Cudworth 
Modern  Girls 

148 

43 

61 

9 

21 

24 

32 

Cudworth 
Modern  Boys 

255 

58 

78 

3 

28 

21 

45 

36 
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SPECIALIST  CLINICS. 


The  following  figures  refer  lo  individual  children  only  : — 

Oculist  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  County  Oculist  in  1948  . . 59 

No.  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  . . . . . . 34 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Aural  Surgeon  . . . . 12 

Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  . . 3i 

Paediatric  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Child  Health  Officer  . . 9 

Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  seen  by  the  Barnsley  County  Borough 

Psychologist  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Chest  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Consultant  Tuberculosis 

Officer  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 8 

School  Clinics. 

Total  Number  of  children  who  attended  Cudworth  School 

Clinic  during  1948  . . . . . . . . . . 284 
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WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES. 

The  following  County  Council  Services  are  available  in  the 
area,  all  being  held  at  St.  George’s  Hall,  Cudworth  : — 


Infant  Welfare 
Clinic. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

School  Clinic. 

All  day  each 
Wednesday. 

Each  Friday, 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Each  Tuesday  in 
School  Year, 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Orthopaedic.  Paediatric. 

Chest. 

46,  Church  Street, 
Barnsley. 

2nd  and  4th  1st  Monday 

Mondays  each  month, 

each  month,  ; 2 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Each 

Wednesday 

All  day. 

Beckett  Hospital, 
Barnsley. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

2nd  Tuesday  each  month. 

39,  Pitt  Street, 
Barnsley. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Cases  are  referred  by  appointment. 

St.  George’s  Hall, 
Cudworth. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Sessions  are  held  when  sufficient 
cases  are  on  the  waiting  list. 

School. 

Dental  Clinics. 

Clinics  are  held  periodically  in  each 
school,  arranged  by  the  Chief  Dental 
Officer. 

CONCLUSION. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  support  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  other  officials  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  REEVES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


12 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1948. 


To  Dr.  A.  REEVES,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Divisional  Medical  Officer 

of  Health,  and  to  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside 
London)  Regulations,  1935,  I beg  to  offer  for  your  consideration 
a report  on  the  matters  which  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year  1948. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Throughout  the  year  water  supplied  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  was  supplied  by  agreement  by  the  County  Borough  Council 
of  Barnsley  at  a cost  of  roughly  Is.  4Id.  per  1,000  gallons,  the  source 
of  supply  being  from  the  reservoirs  at  Ingbirchworth  and  Midhope 
owned  by  the  County  Borough. 

At  the  end  of  December,  1948,  there  were  2,325  dwellinghouses 
connected  to  the  Council’s  water  mains.  During  the  year  there 
were  added  42  traditional  brick  houses  (including  two  privately 
erected  houses)  and  80  pre-fabricated  bungalows.  No  member  of 
the  community  has  to  depend  on  springs  or  wells  for  drinking  water. 

At  the  request  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  four  samples  of 
town’s  water  were  taken  during  the  year  for  laboratory  examination 
at  the  County  Hall. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  com- 
munity on  unsatisfactory  drinking  water.  There  was,  however,  a 
continuing  shortage  of  water  supplies  to  the  Snydale  Road  Junior 
Mixed  School,  being  long  standing  and  at  certain  times  of  the  day, 
very  acute.  At  December,  1948,  the  situation  was  the  same  as  at 
December,  1946,  but  it  is  hoped  to  present  a more  favourable  report 
for  December,  1949. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Local  and  national  economic  circumstances  have  prevented  the 
Council  from  putting  into  full  effect  its  intention  of  the  30th  August, 
1944,  upon  which  date  instructions  were  given  to  survey  and  prepare 
a sewerage  scheme  for  the  Royston  Lane  and  Weetshaw  Lane  areas. 
The  work  has  had  to  remain  in  abeyance,  although  certain  unsatis- 
factory conditions  have  been  eliminated.  In  the  year  1948  11  houses 
were  disconnected  from  unsatisfactory,  permanently  leaking  or  over- 
flowing cesspools  and  were  connected  via  a new  sewer  of  some  con- 
siderable length  to  the  Council’s  sewerage  system.  The  cost  of  the 
work  was  borne  equally  amongst  several  owners  and  was  in  the  region 
of  about  £20  per  house.  Needless  to  say  the  occupiers  are  gratified 
for  the  improvement  effected,  there  remaining  now  only  two  isolated 
dwellings  in  Royston  Lane  which  are  not  connected  to  the  public 
sewer. 
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'rhcre  still  remain  approximately  57  dwellinghouses  connected  to 
cesspools  23  in  number. 

There  are  also  13  dwellinghouses  in  Weetshaw  Lane  whose  sink 
waste  water  is  dealt  with  on  the  “irrigation  system”  of  foul  water 
disposal,  being  discharged  on  to  land  owned  by  ihe  Council  and  used 
solely  for  that  purpose. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Other  than  the  effluent  from  the  Council’s  sewage  works  there 
appears  to  be  no  trade  effluent  discharging  to  the  dyke  which  borders 
the  Council’s  area  on  its  South  and  West  boundaries.  No  complaints 
were  received  from  the  representative  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers 
Board  on  he  nature  of  the  effluent  turned  into  the  stream. 

British  Railways  Estate  Department  complained  during  the  year 
of  the  condition  of  the  small  dyke  near  the  dwellinghouses  Nos.  1 
and  3 Barnsley  Road  (they  being  the  owners  of  the  houses)  which 
had  become  overgrown  with  weeds  and  long  grass.  It  would  appear 
that  the  County  Council  had  an  interest  in  the  dyke  owing  to  its  being 
used  for  reception  of  surface  water  from  Barnsley  Road.  The 
Divisional  Highway  Surveyor  made  arrangements  for  the  cleansing 
of  the  dyke  with  the  result  that  the  sink  waste  water  discharging  from 
ihe  two  houses  now  drains  away  without  creating  pools  of  stagnant 
water.  The  complaint  was  received  in  the  first  place  at  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Dept,  of  the  Council  and  British  Railways  were  advised 
io  contact  the  County  Council. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  no  privies  with  open  middens  in  the  Council’s  area. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  types  of  closet  accommodation 
in  use  : — 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  (serving 


37  dwellinghouses  . . . . . . . . 20 

Number  of  pail  closets  . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 2,223 


During  the  year  1948,  162  water  closets  were  added  to  the 
Council’s  sewerage  system  from  40  traditional  Council  houses  (having 
2 w.c.’s  per  house),  2 privately  built  houses,  and  80  pre-fabricated 
temporary  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council. 

The  number  of  water  closets  discharging  to  cesspools  was  reduced 
by  11  by  reason  of  the  newly  provided  sewer  for  the  1 1 houses  in 
Royston  Lane.  The  number  of  w.c.’s  now  discharging  to  cesspools 
are  : — 

Weetshaw  Lane  . . . . . . 19 

Royston  Lane  . . . . . . 2 

Storrs  Mill  . . . . . . . . 8 
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During  the  year  1948,  British  Railways  were  requested  to  sub- 
stitute chemical  closets  for  the  3 pail  closets  at  Railway  Platform 
cottages  but  they  declined  to  accede  to  ;he  Council’s  request. 

During  1948  the  Surveyor  (acting  as  Public  Cleansing  Officer) 
presented  an  alarming  report  on  the  alleged  conditions  of  the  privy 
middens  in  the  Council’s  area,  and  also  upon  the  prevalence  of 
ash-pits,  and  requesting  the  Council  to  take  some  action  with  a view 
to  converting  the  privy  middens  to  pail  closets  and  the  ash-pits  to 
dust  bins.  After  hearing  the  Clerk’s  opinion  on  points  for  discussion 
put  forward  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Committee  declined  to 
take  any  action  in  relation  to  ash-pits  as  receptacles  for  the  deposit 
of  household  refuse. 

The  Committee  did  however  recommend  the  Council  to  require 
the  conversion  of  the  privy  middens  in  its  area  to  pail  closets,  but 
they  declined  to  require  the  provision  of  chemical  closets  statutorily 
(as  suggested  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Due  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Council’s  requirement 
and  the  requirement  of  statute  in  relation  to  this  type  of  closet  con- 
version there  v.^as  a considerable  amount  of  clerical  work  involved  in 
the  preparation  of  the  notices  and  the  specifications  of  works  attached 
to  the  notices.  At  December,  1948,  the  notices  and  specifications 
were  completed  and  ready  for  service,  action  being  taken  under 
Section  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1939,  with  leave  to  appeal  by 
Section  290  within  21  days. 

As  the  circumstances  were  carried  through  into  1949  it  will  be 
necessary  to  report  the  result  of  the  notices  served  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1949. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

During  the  year  122  further  dwellinghouses  were  placed  upon 
the  rate  book  and  were  added  to  the  number  of  houses  from  which 
refuse  is  collected.  All  the  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff  and  disposed  of  at  the  tip  in  Weetshaw  Lane.  The  cost  of 
collection  during  1948  was  /^2,566  and  the  cost  of  disposal  was 
/(2,900,  a total  of  /^5,466  or  approximately  12s.  lOd.  per  head  of 
population  per  annum. 

Waste  paper  salvage  was  also  continued  during  the  year,  the  whole 
of  the  operations  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  of  waste  paper 
salvage  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor’s  Dept. 

During  the  year,  on  frequent  occasions  the  Surveyor  put  forward 
claims  that  the  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  of  waste 
paper  salvage  should  be  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  but 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  having  considered  the  claim  from 
all  angles,  including  the  fact  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  operated  his 
department  without  any  assistance  whatsoever,  declined  to  agree  to 
the  claim.  A further  report  on  the  Surveyor’s  claim  will  be  presented 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949. 
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PROVISION  OF  DUST  BINS. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  requires  the  renewal  of  worn-out  dust 
bins  on  properties  other  than  those  owned  by  the  Council.  180 
worn-out  bins  were  renewed,  43  of  them  after  service  of  notices  and 
the  remainder  arising  out  of  informal  requests  to  owners.  The 
Council  have  granted  a special  authorisation  for  the  service,  where 
required,  of  legal  notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  the  authorisation  being  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the 
22nd  December,  1937.  In  early  1948,  due  to  difficulty  in  acquiring 
dust  bins  which  comply  with  the  Council’s  requirement  for  a 28  lbs. 
bin,  they  agreed  to  accept  a lighter  weight  bin  to  comply  with  any 
legal  notice  served. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  varying  matters  dealt  with 
during  the  year  1948  : — 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . . . 305 

Re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . 237 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Other  food  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Fish  frying  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Drainage  systems  dealt  with  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Formal  milk  samples  (Food  and  Drugs  Act)  . . . . . . 20 

Alleged  dirty  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ice  cream  premises  (used  for  manufacture)  . . . . . . 1 

Disinfection  after  infectious  disease  . . . . . . . . 9 

Factory  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Investigations  on  behalf  of  the  Housing  Committee  . . . . 125 

SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  beginning  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1948  in  relation  to  the  existence  of  nuisances  and 
defects,  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  number  of  notices  in 
hand  : — 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  December,  1947  . . . . . . 14 

Nuisances  found  in  1948  . . . . . . . . . . 257 

Total  needing  abatement  . . . . . . . . . . 271 

Abated  during  1948  . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 

Outstanding  at  December,  1948  . . . . '. . . . 36 

Informal  notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 

Legal  notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . 235 
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THE  REMEDYING  OF  DEFECTS. 

Again,  as  reported  in  the  1947  Annual  Report,  there  has  been 
difficulty  in  securing  the  execution  of  works  of  repair  during  the  major 
part  of  1948.  Repair  materials  were  in  short  supply  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  due  to  new  housing  requirements,  but  it  is  pleasant 
to  have  to  report  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
in  respect  of  any  notice  served,  although  on  frequent  occasions  it 
was  necessary  to  allow  a much  longer  period  than  that  stated  in  a notice 
for  the  responsible  person  to  execute  the  specified  works.  Also  on 
occasions  there  has  had  to  be  a departure  from  the  strict  specification 
laid  down  in  a notice.  Materials  may  have  been  temporarily  out  of 
supply,  particularly  timber,  and  alternatives  have  had  to  be  accepted 
in  order  to  put  the  defect  into  proper  order.  As  an  instance,  sheet 
asbestos  has  been  used  to  repair  outer  doors  where  the  woodwork 
panelling  and  mouldings  have  deteriorated.  In  like  manner  also 
hard  building  board  has  been  used  in  situations  where  timber  could 
have  been  a much  better  and  a more  useful  material,  but  national 
shortages  and  economic  circumstances  have  made  it  necessary  to 
compromise. 

During  the  year  the  attention  of  owners,  or  of  occupiers  where  it 
was  necessary,  was  drawn  to  defective  roofs,  eaves  guttering,  worn- 
out  sinks,  broken  water  closet  pedestals,  defective  water  closet 
cisterns,  broken  window  cords,  worn-out  and  insufficient  yard 
pavings,  worn-out  dust  bins,  perished  plasterwork  and  penetrating 
dampness,  leaking  or  broken  rainwater  fallpipes  and  sink  waste  pipes 
and  external  pointing  to  outer  walls,  etc. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (Sections  10  and  13).  Ventilation,  tem- 
perature and  sanitary  conveniences. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  above 
during  1948.  In  the  shops  of  the  township  where  there  are  employees 
(principally  the  multiple  stores)  the  owners  are  fully  alive  as  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act  for  the  comfort  of  shop  assistants. 
No  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  from  the  County  Shops 
Inspector  which  required  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Council. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

Again  during  the  year  1948  the  Council  discussed  the  possibility 
of  providing  an  up-to-date  swimming  pool  of  the  covered-in,  con- 
tinuous filtration  and  chlorination  type.  But  once  again  the  cost  of 
the  work  appeared  to  have  some  bearing  on  the  decision  not  to 
proceed  at  this  stage,  but  to  provide  as  an  alternative  a series  of  new 
tennis  courts  in  the  Miners’  Welfare  Park. 

There  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a proper  all-the-year-round 
swimming  pool  in  Cudworth  if  one  can  be  guided  by  the  number  of 
persons  carrying  swimming  trunks  and  towel  in  the  local  bus  services 
to  outside  areas  of  the  Council.  School  children  are  not  being 
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properly  provided  for  and  one  part  of  their  education  is  being  omitted 
due  to  the  absence  of  organised  swimming  instruction  by  the  Education 
Authority. 

The  Council  ought  to  look  at  the  problem  once  again  and  reach 
a decision  to  proceed  with  this  very  necessary  requirement. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  within  the  Council’s  area, 
nor  were  any  applications  made  by  owners  to  utilise  land  for  that 
purpose  during  the  year  1948. 

HOUSING. 

No  action  was  taken  during  1948  in  relation  to  individually  unfit 
dwellinghouses  or  in  relation  to  houses  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable 
cost.  Nor  were  any  Clearance  Areas  made.  The  Memorandum  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  withholding  of  action  in  relation  to 
Demolition  Work  has  not  yet  been  withdrawn  and  the  following 
houses  against  which  demolition  orders  have  been  made  by  the 
Council  have  not  been  put  into  full  effect : — 


No.  60  White  Cross  Read  (Order  dated  28th  May,  1937). 

No.  69  Sidcop  Road  (Order  dated  28th  October,  1941  (vacant) 


No.  71 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

(occupied) 

No.  73 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

( 

do. 

) 

No.  75 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

( 

do. 

) 

HOUSING  (OVERCROWDING). 

Incompleted  at  the  end  of  1947,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  carried 
out  further  investigations  on  behalf  of  the  Housing  Committee  and 
visited  125  dwellinghouses  in  order  to  obtain  information  which  the 
Committee  could  use  for  the  purposes  of  selecting  the  most  urgent 
cases  of  overcrowding  or  unsatisfactory  circumstances,  for  rehousing 
in  its  Newland  Housing  Extension. 

On  page  22  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  will  be  found  a list 
of  applicants  for  re-housing  which  upon  investigation  were  found  to 
be  overcrowded  when  compared  with  standards  laid  down  in  the 
Fifth  Schedule  to  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Of  the  23  cases  set  out  in  that  Report  the  Council  were  able  to 
re-house  one  case  of  overcrowding  during  1948,  the  remainder  being 
carried  forward  to  be  dealt  with  during  1949.  Since  post  war 
housing  was  instituted  and  up  to  the  end  of  1948,  16  cases  of  over- 
crowding have  been  relieved  by  re-housing  in  either  temporary 
pre-fabricated  bungalows  or  in  traditional  brick-type  houses. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  be  sure  that  infested  furniture  and  effects 
are  not  carried  into  the  new  houses  being  provided  by  the  Council. 
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In  one  or  two  instances  families  to  be  re-housed  have  been  difficult 
to  deal  with  and  have  disputed  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  insistence 
upon  fumigation  before  depositing  their  effects  in  new  quarters.  It 
is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  all  cases  the  Housing  Committee  has 
supported  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  insistence  and  the  procedure 
adopted  in  the  year  1947  still  appertains.  The  tenant-to-be  must 
deposit  with  the  Council  the  necessary  fumigation  and  removal  fee 
before  the  keys  of  the  house  are  handed  over,  a sum  of  £6  10s.  Od. 
Arrangements  are  then  made  with  the  authorised  fumigation  con- 
tractor to  fumigate  by  hydrogen  cyanide  and  remove  the  furniture 
and  effects  in  one  day’s  operation. 

In  relation  to  privately  owned  houses  the  Council  during  the 
year  still  kept  a stock  of  vermin  fumigants,  either  powder,  liquid  or 
vapour  for  acquisition  by  the  occupier  desiring  to  treat  his  own  home. 
The  prices  vary  from  9d.  per  tin  of  sulphur  to  12s.  Od.  a gallon  for 
liquid  vermicides. 

During  the  year  1948  the  following  20  cases  of  re-housing  required 
the  services  of  the  fumigator  : — 


Date. 

Removed  from 

New  House  Allocated. 

9th  January. 

5,  Woodcock  Terrace. 

13,  Newland  Avenue. 

27th  February. 

46,  Bow  Street. 

17,  Newland  Avenue. 

18th  March. 

10,  Worsley  Street. 

21,  Newland  Avenue. 

25th  March. 

47,  Market  Street. 

23,  Newland  Avenue. 

13th  April. 

60,  Birkwood  Avenue. 

10,  Belmont  (old  type). 

5th  May. 

48,  Bow  Street. 

4,  Newland  Avenue. 

14th  May. 

33,  Pontefract  Road. 

22,  Newland  Avenue. 

26th  May. 

14,  Worsley  Street. 

8 Newland  Avenue. 

31st  May. 

62,  York  Street. 

66,  Newland  Avenue. 

4th  June. 

64,  Lunn  Road. 

70,  Birkwood  Avenue 
(old  type). 

16th  June. 

26,  Belmont. 

3,  Bretton  View. 

29th  June. 

4,  Back  Pinfold. 

18,  Summerdale  Road. 

21st  July. 

2,  Eveline  Street. 

26,  Summerdale  Road. 

21st  July. 

2,  Engine  Lane,  Shafton. 

28,  Summerdale  Road. 

28th  July. 

50,  Manor  Road. 

59,  Newland  Avenue. 

13th  August. 

10,  The  Green, 

Lower  Cudworth. 

18,  Newland  Avenue. 

25th  August. 

4,  Club  Buildings, 

Market  Street. 

73,  Newland  Avenue. 

19th  October. 

23,  School  Hill. 

7,' Manor  Road. 

19th  October. 

25,  School  Hill. 

9,  Manor  Road. 

10th  December. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

33,  School  Hill. 

28,  Albert  Street 
(old  type). 

Four  supplementary  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  to  milk 
retailers  authorising  them  to  use  the  expressions  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
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and  “Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milks  sold  by  them  within  the 
Council’s  area.  The  licencees  are  ; — 

The  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

The  Northern  Dairies  Ltd.,  Barnsley. 

The  following  persons’  names  appear  on  the  Council’s  register 
of  milk  producers  : — 

(a)  Mr.  Wilfred  Brain,  Northfield  Laithe  Farm,  Weetshaw  Lane. 

(b)  Mr.  James  Mason,  Brickyard  Farm,  George  Street. 

(c)  Mr.  Walter  Beevers,  Manse  Farm,  277,  Barnsley  Road. 

(d)  Mrs.  Emily  Jane  Hill,  Rose  Tree  Farm,  308,  Barnsley  Road. 

(e)  Messrs.  Peckett  Bros.,  Manor  Farm,  Lunn  Road. 

(f)  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Silverwood,  Lunn  Road  Farm. 

(g)  Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock  (Jr.),  Ring  Farm,  Lower 

Cudworth. 

(h)  Mr.  George  Lazenby,  Cherry  Tree  Farm,  Lower  Cudworth 

(now  deceased). 

(i)  Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock  (Sr.),  Storrs  Mill  Farm. 

(j)  Mr.  John  Goody,  Poplar  Farm,  Lower  Cudworth  (now 

retired). 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  names  the  following  notes  are 
offered  for  information  : — 

Re  (a),  (b),  and  (h).  Although  on  the  register  of  producers 
none  of  these  persons  now  produce  milk  for  sale. 

Re  (c),  (f),  (g),  and  (i).  The  greater  part  of  the  milk  output 
from  the  farm  premises  is  now  sent  for  pasteurisation  or 
heat  treatment. 

Re  (c)  and  (f).  Milking  is  now  carried  out  by  power  driven 
equipment. 

Although  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  secure  the 
execution  of  repairs  and  re-construction  of  2 cowsheds  owned  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  at  Storrs  Mill  Farm,  it  is  with  regret  that  no 
progress  could  be  reported  by  the  end  of  1948,  and  the  work  still 
remained  in  abeyance. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made 
observations  on  the  practice  of  milk  purveyors  depositing  full  and 
empty  crated  milk  bottles  at  street  corners  within  the  Council’s  area, 
and  during  1948  it  became  necessary  to  take  some  action  with  a view 
to  securing  the  abolishing  of  the  practice. 

Complaints  having  been  received  of  the  delivery  to  consumers 
of  milk  in  bottles  having  soiled  internal  walls,  the  Council  had  to  be 
requested  to  make  representations  to  the  organisation  responsible. 
After  lengthy  discussion  in  the  Council  Chamber  it  was  finally  agreed 
to  press  for  improvement  in  the  methods  of  milk  distribution.  With 
the  assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  Council  were  able  to  secure 
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improved  distribution  by  reason  of  the  retailer  providing  suitable 
mechanically  driven  milk  vehicles,  and  to  remove  the  objectionable 
practise  of  depositing  full  and  empty  milk  bottles  at  street  corners, 
which  at  all  times  encouraged  attention  by  dogs  and  other  domestic 
animals.  The  familiar  hand  drawn  milk  cart  also  disappeared  from 
the  streets  and  new  motor  vehicles  took  their  place. 

There  are  five  purveyors  of  milk  whose  place  of  production  is 
outside  the  Council’s  area  but  who  are  registered  as  being  authorised 
to  retail  milk  in  the  area,  as  follows  : — 

The  Barnsley  British  Co-op.  Soc.  Ltd.,  Barnsley. 

The  Northern  Dairies  Ltd.,  Barnsley. 

Mr.  Roland  Rodbourne,  Sunny  Bank  Farm,  Barnsley. 

Mr.  Clifford  Brain,  Staincross,  Barnsley. 

Mr.  Ernest  Illingworth,  Shafton,  Barnsley. 

During  the  year  1948  ten  visits  were  made  to  the  cowsheds  from 
which  milk  is  produced  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  some  six 
in  number. 

MILK  SAMPLING  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
ACT,  1938. 

For  the  purposes  of  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  of  the  County 
Council,  20  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  during  the  year  1948. 
The  result  of  the  examinations  is  shown  below  ; — 


1948. 

Retailer. 

No. 

Analyst’s  Report. 

22nd  March. 

Peckett  Bros. 

319 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

3.4% 

22nd  March. 

S.  A.  Silverwood. 

320 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

9.0% 

3.5% 

22nd  March. 

W.  E.  Woodcock  (Jr.). 

321 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.7% 

3.4% 

22nd  March. 

C.  Brain. 

322 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

3.4% 

12th  April. 

E.  J.  Hill. 

323 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.9% 

5.4% 

12th  April. 

W.  Beevers 

(see  note  overleaf). 

324 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

6.6% 

6.0% 

12th  April. 

R.  Rodbourne. 

325 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.8% 

3.7% 

12th  April. 

King  Bros. 

326 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

3.8% 

17th  June. 

B.B.C.S.  Ltd. 

327  , 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.7% 

3.5% 

17th  June. 

C.  Brain. 

328 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

4.1% 

17th  June. 

W.  E.  Woodcock  (Jr.). 

329 

Broken  in  transit. 

17th  August. 

S.  A.  Silverwood. 

330 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.4^, 

5.7% 

17th  August. 

R.  Rodbourne. 

331 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

4.1% 
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1948. 

Retailer. 

No. 

Analyst’s  Report. 

17th  August. 

W.  Beevers 

(see  note  below). 

332 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.2% 

5.0% 

11th  October. 

W.  E.  Woodcock  (Jr.). 

333 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.5% 

5.1% 

11th  October. 

E.  J.  Hill. 

334 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.6% 

4.8% 

11th  October. 

E.  Illingworth. 

335 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.6% 

3.1% 

15th  December. 

C.  Brain. 

336 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.7% 

4.2% 

15th  December. 

S.  A.  Silverwood. 

337 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.7% 

3.3% 

15th  December. 

Peckett  Bros. 

Notes. 

338 

Non-fat  solids 
Fat 

8.9% 

3.5% 

Sample  No.  324. — The  Analyst’s  report  shows  that  this  sample  was  1.9% 
below  the  legal  standard  for  non-fat  solids.  The  sample  was  obtained 
at  the  farm  from  a visiting  member  of  the  producer’s  family.  The 
producer,  on  becoming  aware  that  the  sample  had  been  obtained, 
immediately  notified  the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  the  bulk  milk  from 
which  the  sample  was  taken  was  not  milk  intended  for  sale,  but  was 
surplus  to  requirements  and  intended  for  stock  feeding.  The  Clerk  of 
the  County  Council  notified  the  retailer  that  milk  not  intended  for  sale 
for  human  consumption  should  at  all  times  be  kept  away  from  milk 
intended  for  sale. 

Sample  No.  332. — The  Analyst’s  report  on  this  sample  shows  that  it  was 
0.25%  below  legal  standard  for  non-fatty  solids,  but  stated  that,  in  his 
opinion,  no  water  had  been  added  to  the  milk. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

These  structures  situate  within  the  Council’s  area  continue  to 
be  closed  for  their  original  purpose,  i.e.,  the  slaughter  of  animals 
the  flesh  of  which  is  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  being 
closed  in  early  1940  under  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939. 
Meat  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  still  comes  from  the 
Public  Abattoir  at  Barnsley.  No  slaughterhouses  were  visited  in 
1948. 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS. 

The  following  foodstuff's  were  found  to  be  unsound  upon 
examination  and  were  subsequently  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food 
or  destroyed  locally  : — 

62  lbs.  bacon  (returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food). 

3 lbs.  butter  (returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food). 

6 lbs.  jam. 

58  lbs.  preserved  or  cooked  meats. 

1 tin  milk. 

1 box  rich  cheeses. 

2 tins  fish. 

1 tin  fruit. 

4 tins  soup. 

1 tin  vegetables. 

1 1 lbs.  pickles. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  the  Local  Food  Executive  Officer  was 
requested  to  authorise  the  sale  “Points-free”  of  65  lbs.  of  varying 
types  of  sweetmeats. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  during  the  year 
from  the  following  premises  : — 

Pontefract  Road  School  canteen ; 179,  Barnsley  Road ; 

Pond  Hosiery  Works,  277,  Barnsley  Road  ; 70,  Manor  Road  ; 

13,  Newlands  Avenue;  1 and  3,  Barnsley  Road;  114,  Darfield 

Road  ; 342,  Barnsley  Road  ; Pinfold  Allotments. 

In  each  case  the  complainant  was  provided  with  poison  baits 
and  with  the  exception  of  Pontefract  Road  School  canteen  there 
appeared  to  be  some  degree  of  success  with  the  baiting.  At  the 
school,  the  infestation  appears  to  be  a permanent  one  and  it  has  been 
suggested  that  the  whole  of  the  canteen  should  be  cleared  of  all 
foodstuffs  for  say  a period  of  a week  and  wholesale  baiting  carried 
out,  but  this  appears  to  be  an  impossibility.  The  only  alternative  is 
periodical  baiting  and  trapping  at  frequent  intervals  without  dis- 
turbing the  canteen  contents. 

The  Council’s  Tip  in  Weetshaw  Lane  and  the  Salvage  Dump 
in  the  Council  Depot  have  received  attention  under  contract  by  the 
Ratin  Company  Ltd.  The  tip  appears  to  be  remarkably  free  from 
rodents  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  its  contents.  There  are, 
however,  periodical  light  infestations  at  the  Salvage  Dump  but  the 
contractor  has  been  successful  in  preventing  heavy  infestations.  It 
is  hoped  to  make  further  observations  with  regard  to  the  Salvage 
Dump  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949,  and  the  expenditure  at  present 
incurred  on  rodent  control  by  contract  is  a good  investment  for  pre- 
venting what  at  one  period  had  become  a serious  menace. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MAURICE  BENNETT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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